
effectively disbursed and progress toward the Millennium 

Development Goals can be sped up. Now is a particularly 

strategic time for donors and governments to be invest-

ing in common systems, even more so in the lead-up 

to the Third High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness in 

September 2008 in Ghana.  

Information technology can support the adoption of 

common approaches in two ways. First, support comes 

through facilitating information exchange, as in the case 

of dgCommunities, the foundation’s virtual network 

of development practitioners that brings together tens 

of thousands of members from 200 countries to share 

knowledge, tools, and contacts. This year, new dgCom-

munities were launched in Chinese and Arabic, signifi-

cantly extending the program’s reach.

Second, the technology itself can constitute a common 

approach. Flexibility and interoperability are evident in 

the rollout of the Aid Management Platform, developed 

in collaboration with the Organization for Economic Co-

operation and Development (OECD), the United Nations 

Development Program, the World Bank, and the govern-

ments of Ethiopia and India. The platform has generated 

interest in a wide range of country contexts, and is now 

being implemented in Bolivia, Burundi, Burkina Faso, 

the Democratic Republic of Congo, Montenegro, and 

Tanzania. The Accessible Information on Development 

Activities (AiDA) database has made a key contribution 

to streamlining information sharing in the international 

development community through the promotion of the 

International Development Markup Language initiative, 

which is advancing the use of open standards.   

Reaping the benefits of economies of scale and improved 

coordination depends upon being able to adapt generic 

solutions to fit the unique needs of each implementing 

country or organization in a simple and cost-effective 

way. dgMarket, the foundation’s e-procurement platform, 

is a prime example of this adaptability, since it allows for 

customization and branding on a country level while also 

aggregating information at a global level. The total value 

of tenders increased to about $700 billion this year. 

In these and other areas, the foundation has made great 

strides guided by the vision of our departing chair-

man, Michael Hofmann. With diplomatic skill, a strong 

commitment to partnership, and a keen business sense, 

Dr. Hofmann led us through a transitional period of 

strengthening the board’s grassroots representation, 

renewing a programmatic focus on aid effectiveness and 

enabling our beneficiaries to become full implementa-

tion partners. On behalf of the board and the staff of the 

foundation, I would like to express my gratitude and ap-

preciation for his service throughout the past three years. 

Jean-Louis Sarbib

Interim Chair
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